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T k n from a J anuary 11, 
12 i ue of The Pocahontas 

the crooked fork of Elk River. It i 
The valley of Knap Creek reg 
was folio ed to the june i ~ w 
wit h Douthards Creek fourte n in 
miles t o the ero · in be t h 
main Allegheny range t o the th 
waters of J aekson's River in ge 

t ted in my former Jet· Bath County, Virginia. All of u 
r b ve .bt;en an inv~stiga- these are today !Da~n h~ghw_ays 

f aborIgInal remains in Po o.f travel, and wIthIn hI torlcal 
nta Cuunty, West Vir- tlmes armed bands of marau - In 

101 anri ha ve made a coHee- ing Indians from the Ohio ti 
. n of several thousand fine country have been pursued toy ~h 

ci mens of Indian stone reI the avenging pioneers of the In 
i . These, investigations and Valley and Augusta, Virginia. c 

lIections have extended over The other great hi ghway for sp 
er iod of twenty .. flve years. the ab~riginees in crossing (' f 

• ing which time I have visit .. the Ohio from what now con ' 
ery part of the County stitutes the State of VitglD a 

ere camping sites were re- was to follow the valleys of 
rted to exist, and hav~ vis- the New and Kanawha Rivers . 

nearly every earth work about seventy miles to bE-
o mound. Bout.h • 

. . ob eryatioDs and the At Marlinton tber ~ 
Ilona) . hlBtorr of early set· merous evidences 0 f J Doell 
of t his regIon led me to pancy. Within a few hu ld 

hat there were. no pe~- yards of the courthou e t e 
ttJemen 10 thl8 is a mound of consid rabl~ d- -

t , althougb 
by the plo 

melrDOtrJ' of 



:-n • 
no per- yar of he courthouse e , 

in thi i a moun of con i rable 1-
o ay t h t the re- mension , althou out ~b-

J~ it d by Indians 1iterated by t e plow. With"n 
n J T· tl ir migratory fashion . the memory of er on now 
r h pertain seasons living it was about en feet On 

f r t h fl hunting and fisb- height. Another mOll d of eart h 
in h t was had here, and and stone is situat d in b 

11 h ill a favorite resort bottom lands near the ri er . 
hunt rs of the white race. and ne3r the residence of. r. 

h J r er articles and cook- C. W. Price. From this mound 
ut nsils that mark tbe were removed within the pa t 

, r permanent camp sites i~ year the remains of at I as 
t r localities, as in the re- seven adult skeletons_ The 
ion f the Cbesapeake Bay, bad been buried in a manner 

d along the Ohio River are that indicated that all the bod
t entirely Jacking her-e. ies had been thrown together 

e ampsitesare usually well and earth heaped on them, or 
k d by the presence 'of nu- else at some time the ske\eton I 

~IIM~U arrows finished and un 1 had been disturbed, and after
" hed and broken; beds of wards returned to the moun 
i ink)e shells if near the and covered up. There is n(J 
er, and the presence of cu- record of the mound havin 

.~ ..... a ri er rocks of some sort bE'en disturbed, except on tb 
a heat well, that are surface by the erosi ve eff~c 0 

on both sides, presum- the cultivation of the soil i 
10 of handling, and the surrounding fields, and t 

d in the crude skeletons were disco ered i 
.-• .".-- .. wet an accIdental mnnnfr b 

Th me layin a waterm in. 
I • 0 tb on thro n ou 





iver. It i certain that early se tIe 
reek regarded them as entirel t e 
tion wDrk of the Indian tribes he 
teen in possession of the count , or 

be their immediate forbea , 
the the word "Indian mound,' i 

general use even to this da 
sufficiently proves. 

ays 
ical My only opinion is tha the 

llud- Indians as known to hi to . 
bio times were in the habi of . 

I i:'y throwing up mound~ generall 
tbe in the neigt· borbood of their 

nia. camps, to commemorate som 
for special occasion, as the de h 

I tr ,f a number of men in ba Ie. 
or the grave of a d·s fi ngui h d 
-nan in the tribe. However I 
10 not remembf'r to have read 

. ,hat any of the mounds of 
~hicb I have heard were fresh
y built at the time of their dis 

covery by the whitet"l. On the 
nu contrary, all of which there is 

~ny record of early discovery 
ore the signs of great antiqui
y, bei ng covered wi lb an an
ient growth of forest trees. 

mound four miles be- and other rel'c 
rnt n on. the top of a lected after tbp. plowin 
1 h rlmeval forest. fields, nd 

..-ftA.,a turbed e cept i Id n 
th top 1 

1 v I h 



I
t nr In up mOllnd~ gener lIy on 

t in th n j t , borho d of th ir Tb r i no eVld n~e that tbe h 
r it i .. In, I t mm morate some Indians tr v , d far 1nto what pIe 

{ r ' P i 1 0 (' j n, as the death was ads f r ~ b ~k from wind 
," ~ tr f numb r f m n in battle. the Gr(lenbri~r iv r and it ize 

n" )r h r v f di dnguished ,branches an(4 trlbutarie . In that 
in n in th tribe. However, I fact in the fields that have to b 

I n r m mbf'r to have read in late y aT b n cleared and Luc 
.h any of the mounds of cultivat d on the uplands and roo 
-1 ich have heard were fresh- higher mountains only rarely fha1 

uil at the time of their dis : are the arrow po:nts di covered, Ion 
ry by the whites. On the such as might have been lost the 

ntrar , air of which there is in the cba e, while nearlyev- do 
ny r or~ of early discoyery ery field on the. low lands ~s cut 

re the sIgns of great antlqul- thickly strewn wlth the e eVl
.. being covered with an an- dences.of early occupancy, and to 
lent growth of forest trees. at some of camp site ment~on- ti 

. ed thousands of arrow pOInts fic 
large. mound four mIles be- and other reres have been col- tb 

~w !\~~rl~nton on. the top of a lected after thp plowing of the rno 
19h blJ)t In the I?rlmeval forest. fields, and the soil eonti~u~s. to As 

has never been d1sturbed except yield an apparently undlmlDlsh me 
e or a ho.le sunk from the top ed supply to those who care to te 

er. ' abou t SIX. feet to the level of ~he look for them. an 
urroundlng Earth, at WhICh 
epth a thick layer of ashes was Flint, the usual material for ~ 

ound. A very large oak grow- the manufacture of arrow 
on this mound was uprooted points and spear heads is ~ative . 

many years ago, and tore away to the limestone formatIon of In · 
rt of one ~ide. This the county. and several beds p 

und is composed of earth are known to have been work- sa 
one .. , aJ) the stones hav- ed. One on the headwaters of p 
n conveyed a distance of Stony Creek, another .. o~ 8 

I hu n red feet, as there Stampiop: Creek. In the VICI~l I 
m dia e vicini- ty of hoth the e bed. there 18 

. Th r is proh- evidence of camp ~lte t nd 
( r y ton of ton r lie ar num rou. b 

Iti u 1 it h 
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the county. and several beds 
are known to have been work
d. One on the headwaters of 

Stony Creek, another on a 
Stamping Creek. In the vicini It 
ty of hoth I h e beds there is 

. evidence of camp ~ites, and 
thIrty or forty tons of stone relic are numerous. The 

I rock in this mound. It is public road leading to the head 
n r th mouth of Swago Creek of Stony Creek cuts througb 
nd many relics and ot.ber signs a mound about one hundred 

. f occu~8n y have b~en noted rds from the ledge of flint, on m 
In t~e fleJds near thIS mound the lands of James Sharp. C 
nd In t he region surrounding. k d F k f Elk 

On the Croo e or 0 . 
At Clover Lick, on the War- River on the lands ot RoberL Dl 

wick estate, there are severa 1 GIbson there is an "Indian ca 
mounds of the usual form and Ring," about 300 feet in diam-
size. These are at the mouth eter, formed by a sort ey 
of Clover Creek, and was a fa- of wire grass. This phenomen
mous re~ort for Ind ians, a trail on is well mar ked and appears 
leading from Clover Creek va]· whenever the field is in graEs, 
ley. through the Rider Gap and for more than fifty years sincecolJ 
Big Spring Gap to the waters the spot was cleared of a densE call 
of Old Field Fork and Big growth-of timber and laurel rna 

an ear,y prin.g Fork of Elk River, re- There is no evi~ence. that t~h Da 
of he spPctlvely. One of these" has any connectIon WlLh Indlat I 

a d the mounds was opened about one remains, but ba~ been a marve be 
e fact hundred years ago by the late for half a century. It is wei one 

._-,- er Jacob Warwick, a first settJer, marked even in a small photo-
"al an Indj~n fi~htpr who was at graph made from a slIght ele 

he bat tIe of Point Pleasant, vation and of which I enclose a 
1774, a veteran of the Revolu- copy. 
ion. The wel1 preserved bones / 

or "n adult were found in a sit- Culbert Lee Gwin tI~" 
ture face to the west, ulbert Lee (Cub Gv.in. 83 

1 articles of stone 'died a1t hi hom n ar "illiams- 1 
II w left undis- "He Monda ' D 4 aft I a 1 
h buri 1 place ill 

, uc ed· 
n r' 


